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logical classification of languages. At the end of our
genealogical classification, we had to confess that only
a certain number of languages had as yet been arranged
genealogically, and that therefore the time for ap-
proaching the problem of the common origin of all had
not yet come. In languages which have been proved
to constitute one family, the constituent elements or
roots are, no doubt, accessible; but all attempts at com-
paring the roots of different families of speech have
hitherto proved useless. It may be true that there
are roots in the Aryan languages which are identical,
both in form and meaning, with roots of the Semitic,
the Ural-Altaic, the Bantu, and Oceanic languages.
But let us consider what this means, and what strin-
gency of proof it would possess in support of a real
common origin of these families. These roots, say
about 1000 for each family, consist of one vowel and
one or two consonants, and their meaning is of the

o

most general character. Suppose a root like SAR ex-
pressed Home kind of movement in all these families
of speech, would that prove a real genealogical re-
lationship ? Only if all, or if at least a majority of roots
in all those families, could be proved to run parallel,
would there bo any nerve in such an argument, and
such a result can hardly be anticipated in the present
state of our knowledge.

But the case is very different at the end of our
morphological classification. Though we have not yet
examined all languages which belong to the radical,
the tenninational, and inflectional classes, we have
arrived at the conclusion that all languages must
fall under one or the ether of these three categories